
January 11, 2008
Dear Brothers and Sisters ofCPU Local 675,

This letter is from Jay Scruggs and is not meant to in any way try to
influence anyone who has decided to go back to USW. This is to praise the
many folks that have stayed strong in the face of uncertainty. I came to work
here May 15, 1978, having worked a couple of other jobs and not having a
clue what a UNION really was. My Dad had worked here for years and had
been a very strong union member and numerous times been asked to run for
president of local 675. Anyone that knew my Dad knew that he was a very
quick minded and wise man. He knew how to deal with problems between
Westvaco and union members, in his own little way that usually made the
company look like fools. Back to my letter. .... I was only 19 years old in
1978 when I began working at Westvaco, had nothing but payment books,
every day expenses, and was living payday to payday to say the least. That
began in May, by September our UNION committee had begun negotiations
for a new contract. Before long talk of a strike was circulating, I was scared
to death. How was I going to get through this and who even cared? I sat
down and talked to my Dad about it and he assured me that by staying strong
together we would get through it and be stronger for it. In good faith I
followed his advice and voted for a strike in November. I had only been here
for 6 months; a strike was the last thing I could afford. When the strike did
happen is when I came to realize what true UNION brotherhood really
meant. I got to meet a lot of people that were strong UNION members and
learned what it takes to be one. Everyone struggled but we struggled
TOGETHER. Everyone initially loses in a strike but because the company
knew that this UNION has always been strong and was able to stick together
is the very reason that everybody that works here enjoys the benefits we
have today. That is what a UNION is all about, not just wearing a shirt or a
hat around that says USW, that is easy, but knowing that you stand strong
with all of your co-workers and when conflict and adversity comes about
that you have about 900 other men and women that have your back and will
fight for what is right. There is a lot of truth in the saying .... A true friend
that you can trust and depend on is not the one that stands back and after iUs
all over comes to get you out of jail ..... the true friend that you can trust and
depend on is the one that is in jail also because he stayed and fought the
fight with you. So I tell you brothers and sisters ... stay strong, don't be

c deceived by harsh talk that means nothing. Support our officers that have so
diligently worked to make this UNION what it should be. We know what is
in store for anyone that belongs to USW. Their insurance that USW controls
the increases in the premiums every year and is worse than the one that the



,~, company has offered us, their master contract that we only stand to lose
benefits that we already have fought for ..etc ... all with the blessing of the
big, powerful USW. I commend my friends that are going to weather this
storm with me and will also reap the benefits of the struggle. You are the
friends that I can trust and depend on and want to be there to cover my
back and makes me proud to be a member of CPU Local 675. I am certain
everyone knows the ones that have cowered, been misinformed by someone
that hasn't even been to a meeting but knows everything, and of course the
ones that are trying to take advantage of everyone at this mill to try and
make themselves be "important" and personal gain. More power to the ones
that have taken advantage of the benefits that this UNION has obtained for
you and now turn your back on them ..... 1 surely wouldn't want to be you.


