Daryol Booth

1* Vice President USW Local 8-0675
‘4404 Johnson Creek Road
Covington, VA 24426

January 22, 2007

Leo Gerard:

1t is with great regret that | am writing this letter. After the merger of the USWA and PACE
passed, | looked forward to a future that held hope for Local 675 in Covington, VA. This hope was
based on comments made by PACE President Boyd Young and by you. You gave inspiring
speeches and had the right answers to all questions that were asked of you before the merger
vote took place. So many of us were fooled into believing ail the talk about how we would
become more powerful with a 850,000 member union.

Local 675 had suffered under weak leadership from PACE International in past negotiations.
Following the merger, President Ronnie Brown (deceased) and | spoke with you and expiained
what had occurred during the 2001 contract negotiations. Thal’s when you said we should wear a
badge of courage for what we endured at the hands of our International Union. Well, guess what,
L.eo. You are doing the same thing to us at Local 675 in Covington, VA, that PACE didto us in

2001 - only more sol

| personally tried to contact you at your office on January 8, 9 and 10 in an attempt to get a show
of support from the mighty USW international Union before we were to vote on a contract
proposal from MeadWestvaco. We needed your support because of the lies that were toid by
District 8 Sub-Direcior, Eddie Lowery during two meetings to review the proposal. Mr. Lowery
stated at the first meeting that the Local 675 Commiitee had asked the Intemational fo remain
neutral and to not make a recommendation on the proposal. Our President, Roy Hall, immediately
stood up to refute his remarks, stating that the Commiltee wanfed the International te support our -
unanimous decision to reject the proposal. The second meeting was held about two hours later.
Mr. Lowery again stood up and repeated the same statement he made a few hours earlier. And
again, President Hall rose up to tell those in attendance that Mr_Lowery was lying. |, along with
the rest of the Committee, believe that Mr. Lowery’s attempt at deceit directly influenced

members planning to reject the proposal to then vote to accept. Eddie Lowery was successful in
one area. He convinced us that there is an obvious lack of support from the USW International.

My attempts to receive your personal assurance that the International does support our efforts in
negotiating a fair and decent coniract with Mead Wesivaco were ignored. This was blatantly
evidenced when you didn’t have the decency to send the letier | requested stating that you, the
“great Leo Gerard®, were in support of Local 8-0675 before the ratification vote was taken
Wednesday, January 10. | can only guess that either you did not receive your messages or that
you don't support us in our fight. Which is it? The proposal was rejected by a nammow 66% vote.
However, due to the lack of action by the Intemational, we are losing support.

Our contract expiration date was December 1, 2006. Negotiations began in mid October. From
day one, it was obvious that if we were going to receive a good contract, our local commiittee
would be fighting the batlle alone. it was plain to see that Sub-Director Lowery was under the
thumb of District 8 Director Thompson. While we thought at the time that Director Thompson was
a renegade, acting on his own, it now appears he was following your orders.

When the PACE/USWA merger passed, | had a feeling of pride and power when | was referred to
as a steelworker. 1 told my feliow union members that President Gerard said we would kick some
ass. Little did I know that we would be ones getting kicked! It’s not a good feefing when we pay
you t0 NOT support us.






